Dog Scouts of America

Activity check-off sheet

Backpacking:

All behaviors must have been taught or re-taught to the dog (preferably using a new cue), using only positive reward based methods.
___
Dog is comfortable with backpack and will let it touch him

___
Dog is ok with having the empty pack draped across shoulders

___
Dog will allow you to strap empty backpack on him and adjust it

___
Dog will wear empty backpack and walk on a loose leash 

___
Dog will wear backpack with a light load in it 

___
Dog will wear backpack with a heavier load (all required items) 

___
Handler can pack a backpack distributing the weight evenly 

___
Dog will carry the backpack for a hike of at least 3 miles taking rest 


breaks as needed.  Can use an alternate handler or alternate 


means of transportation (bike, golf cart, etc.) if needed by the 


handler. 

___
Dog will not chase wildlife 

___
Dog will show a quick response to a "leave it" cue
___
Dog does not have to heel, but must walk with a loose leash for 


most of the walk
___
Handler demonstrates responsible dog ownership on the trail and 

clean up after the dog by bagging and packing out the dog waste 

and disposing of it properly.
___
Handler always carries at least 3 clean up bags so he/she is 

prepared to clean up after the dog

___
Dog must be able to safely meet a friendly stranger
___
Handler must be able to identify and locate poison ivy and/or other 

dangerous plants

___
Handler must be able to name, from memory, the 12 items required 

to be carried in the dog's pack without looking at a list or in the pack
___
Handler and dog have completed a minimum of 6 miles of hiking, 

including the 3-mile hike. Small dogs may be carried part of the way 

or take frequent breaks if needed.
